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September 2020
TBD Regional Meetings (In-person)
TBD Council Soccer Challenge

October 2020
TBD District Soccer Challenge
23-25 Diocese of Charleston, Catholic Camporee

Batesburg, SC
November 2020

1 Holy Day of Obligation - All Saints’ Day
14 State Soccer Challenge - St John Neuman

 School soccer fi eld (Tentative) 
21  SC District Fourth Degree 82nd Exemplifi cation 

(no banquet, social distancing, candidates and
Sir Knights only) - St Andrew Catholic Church
- Myrtle Beach, SC

December 2020
8 Holy Day of Obligation - The Immaculate

Conception of The Blessed Virgin Mary
11 - 13 District Deputies Mid-Year Meeting* - Westin

Hotel & Resort, Hilton Head, SC

“Marian Month”
By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual/Faith Director

Greetings my Brother Knights and families! As we start to get
back to normalcy, maybe the “new normal,” we still continue
with our feast days and religious observances. One of those
is coming up next month in October, the feast of Our Lady
of the Rosary, on October 7, 2020.
Apparently, the Church chose October 7th. as the feast day and
consequently, the month of October, to honor Mary with the
title of Our Lady of the Rosary. This was done in honor of a
great military victory that occurred on October 7, 1571. What
occurred, was the well known Battle of Lepanto. Pope Pius
called on the rulers in Western Europe to defeat the Muslim
Turks, the Islamic threat as they were on a mission to conquer
the Mediterranean nations, including Rome.
Pope Pius called upon all Christians to pray for Our Lady’s
intercession by praying the Rosary in public and asking for
the Blessed Mother to intercede for them. The Christian
fl eet, being totally out numbered and seemingly not having a 
chance of defeating the Muslims, met the invading Turk fl eet 
in battle, on the fi rst Sunday of October 1571.
While the Muslims were surrounding the Christian fl eet, Eu-
ropean Christians began to pray for Our Lady’s intercession
by praying the Rosary.  As it turned out, the brisk fi ghting by 
the European Christians broke the hold of the Muslims and
they either drowned or were driven to shore during the battle.
Because of this, Western Europe, and Rome, were saved, and
Pope Pius declared an annual day of commemoration to Our
Lady of Victory. Because of this, Pope Gregory XIII, Pius’
successor, established that the fi rst Sunday of October would 
be the feast of the Holy Rosary.

It appears that the Church wanted to thank the Holy Mother
by extending its desire to off er thanksgiving to Her for the 
unbelievable victory at Lepanto, by making the entire month
in designation of Her interceding for the Christian fl eet.  The 
actual feast day now is always celebrated on October 7th. of
the current year. That is why we should recite the Rosary
(technically it is called a “fourth of the full” Rosary as com-
pared to a “complete/full Rosary” which consists of praying
the entire twenty decades) every Sunday before Mass and/or
at home in October, if not every day of October. Thanking
our Mother, Mary, for her intercession.
Each council should get permission from their priest to have
a council member lead the Rosary before every Mass, every
weekend in October, in honor of Mary. It would be nice to
lead and pray the Rosary before every Mass during the week,
if possible. I might also suggest that every council pray/lead
the Rosary before at least one weekend Mass every week of
the year! As St. Pope John Paul II stated years ago about his
favorite prayer, the Rosary, it is the greatest Marian Prayer
in the Church. He states, “The Rosary does in fact put us
in living communication with Jesus…through his mother’s
heart” and “beats the rhythm of life.”
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From the State Deputy
Daniel Barton

From the Vocations Director
Jim Weiskircher, Vocations Director

Vocations continued on page 4State Deputy continued on page 4

National Vocation Awareness Week, celebrated November
1-7, 2020, is an annual week-long celebration of the Catholic
Church in the United States dedicated to promote vocations
to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life through
prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and support for
those who are considering one of these particular vocations.
Please lead the eff ort in your parish to promote vocations.  
Ask your pastor if you can put the following announcement
in the church bulletin. “National Vocation Awareness Week
will be celebrated in our country November 1-7, 2020. Please
ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons and
consecrated men and women. May they be inspired by Jesus
Christ, supported by our faith community, and respond gener-
ously to God’s gift of a vocation.”
I know that many councils are struggling to raise funds to
support their various charities. The Hibernians across the
state have asked their pastors if they could raise funds by
collecting for seminarians outside of church. If your parish
does not have a Hibernian council, consider asking your pas-
tor if you could do the same for the seminarians to help you
raise funds for them.
Does your council have a Vocations Chalice? According
to the USCCB, “The purpose of the Chalice Program is to
encourage families to pray and promote vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life. The consecrated Chalice is a
tangible reminder of this special intention for the Church. The
Second Vatican Council highlights the responsibility of the
laity to pray for and support vocations. This urgent call has
been strongly affi  rmed in the writings and addresses of both 
Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI.
Praying for vocations is the most powerful way to support
vocations. A vocation is a call from the Holy Spirit, a gift
from God that is nurtured in prayer. When we pray for voca-
tions, we lift up to our Father those men and women whom
He is calling to follow Him in a very special way. We hope
that those who bring the cup home will continue to pray daily
for vocations.
Each week at Mass, an assigned family is invited to take the
gifts up at the Off ertory Procession. At the end of Mass, the 
family is called by the priest to come forward to receive the
chalice bag and a blessing. (This bag contains a consecrated
chalice in a wooden chest, a poster of the seminarians to hang
up, the prayer card, and stationery to send notes of encourage-
ment to the Seminarians, Priests and Religious). The family
takes the chalice home and puts it in a place of honor.
Each day for a week, during prayer time (morning, bedtime
or at meals), the family prays for an increase and persever-

Brother Knights,
I hope this edition of the Palmetto Bulletin fi nds you and 
your family well.
On behalf of the state, I would like to off er congratulations 
to Michael A. Allen, PSD on his reappointment as the Master
of the South Carolina District in the Desoto Province. I know
that Mike will continue to do an excellent job and I ask that
we all support him.

In the fi rst Reading from the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
we heard from the Prophet Isaiah to “seek the LORD while
he may be found”. These words today are more profound than
ever. Although we continue to wonder about the uncertain-
ties in our local communities due to the coronavirus and civil
unrest throughout the country, we must remember to keep
calm and to pray. St John Henry Newman said that “prayer
is to the spiritual life what the beating of the pulse and the
drawing of the breath are to the life of the body”. It is through
the power of prayer and the faith to trust in God’s plan, that
countless Catholics throughout our history have done some
rather amazing feats.

I truly believe that we, as Catholic men and as Knights of
Columbus have been called to serve our Church at this exact
time in history. While we might face challenges, our growth
as Catholic men and servant leaders within our Order begins
with the decision to move beyond our present circumstances.
Therefore, I strongly encourage each of us to examine our own
prayer life. To ask ourselves who recently we have spoken
to about our Catholic faith, and what impact for the good we
have had on our family and local community. Additionally,
to ask ourselves have we invited another Catholic gentleman
to become a Knight of Columbus, etc. If we fi nd ourselves 
falling short in any of these categories, then it is up to us to
take the fi rst steps in correcting it.

Lastly, it is with great sadness that I pass along the news
that Past State Deputy, William “Bill” C. Russell, and Mrs.
Pauline Bissey, the wife of Former Master Robert Bissey, has
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto

“The theory of democracy is that it is a government
for and by the people, and the vote is the basic building
block that gives people the power to control their govern-
ment and to shape what policies they want and the future
direction of their town, state, and country,”

Rachel Cobb, PhD. Professor of Government
at Suff olk University

Brothers,

The most frustrating thing about the past seven months has
been the inability to make plans and stick to them. Regardless
of where your opinion of the COVID virus falls, one thing is
certain, it has ruined many of our plans this year. I pray that the
fervor and voracity of this pandemic is waning, and I believe,
that God continues to truly BlessAmerica. So, with my tongue
fi rmly planted in my cheek, I am going to announce the plans 
for the next two 4th degree exemplifi cations. The next one, the 
82nd will be held in Myrtle Beach on November 21, 2020 at
St. Andrew’s Parish Hall. The agenda will be out soon. In the
interim, please start recruiting. Remember that any Knight that
has been through the new exemplifi cation of Charity, Unity 
and Fraternity is eligible to become a Sir Knight. Also, for
the fi rst time in a long while, the 83rd exemplifi cation will be 
in Bluff ton at St. Gregory the Great Parish Center on Febru-
ary 20, 2021. Please plan accordingly to get your candidates
to which ever degree is most convenient for them. I hope to
hold another exemplifi cation around the midlands later in the 
year. If your Assembly is interested in holding the degree and
has room, let me know soon so we can start to make plans.
On a related note, it should come as no surprise to anyone
that the goal for Supreme has always and will always be Fr.
McGivney’s dream of a council in every Parish. To that end,
we can start by expanding the number of Patriotic Assem-
blies in the State. If any Grand Knights are interested in their
Council having its own Assembly, please reach out to me, its
easier than you might think.

On a little more serious and patriotic topic, its time for As-
semblies to take up the banner and start a get out the vote
campaign. Voting is one of the most impactful things you
can do for yourself and your community. On a large scale,
it’s easy to think that you’re just one person and that your
vote doesn’t make much of a diff erence. But remember, your 

vote always matters.
It’s not just the presidential election in 2020—it’s all 435
seats in the House of Representatives, 35 of 100 seats in the
Senate, 13 governorships, and more. Your vote makes a
huge diff erence.
Simply put, voting is power.

Vivat Jesus,
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

State Deputy continued from page 2

ance of vocations. They can also send a note of support to a
Seminarian, Priest or Sister. The following Sunday the fam-
ily returns the chalice bag for another family to take home.”
I am still in need of councils to support several of our new
guys entering the program. If your council is able to sponsor
a seminarian please let me know and I will work with you to
make sure that all seminarians are supported equally. Because
of the Covid-19, refunds for last year RSVP is running behind.
Please wait until October 1st before asking me to follow up
with Supreme.

Vocations continued from page 2

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:

I know you are not having any or very few guest’s but this is
a reminder of how to treat them for when things open back
up. Please be safe and wear your mask and remember social
distance when out and at meetings.
STATE DEPUTY OR HIGH RANKING OFFICER VISIT
When the State Deputy, District Master or other high ranking
offi  cer is scheduled to attend a Council or Assembly function, 
always be sure that he is advised of the date, time, place,
purpose, type of aff air, and other individuals on the program 
– including their function, and other pertinent data.
If women are to be present, the State Deputy’s wife should be
invited. Advise her of the appropriate dress for the occasion
and arrange for a ladies’committee to greet and welcome her.
Always advise the State Deputy and head table guests of the
proper dress for the aff air.
Off er to arrange hotel facilities for the State Deputy or inform 
the State Deputy or guest of the most convenient hotel ac-
commodations. Determine his time of arrival and arrange to
greet him.  If the aff air is not a banquet, arrange for someone 
to off er to take the State Deputy or high-ranking offi  cer to 
dinner. Arrangements also should be made for travel to the
site of the aff air and return to the hotel.
On arrival at the site of the aff air, the Grand Knight or faithful 
Navigator and his committee should again greet the high-
ranking offi  cer.  He should be properly introduced to the other 
dignitaries in attendance.
In recognition of his high offi  ce, special appreciation should 
always be expressed to him for his visit to the function. Ar-
range proper speaking facilities, including podium, podium
light and microphone.
The State Deputy is the highest elected offi  cial in the ju-
risdiction and proper attention must be given to seating ar-
rangements.  Other high ranking offi  cers need to be seated 
according to protocol.
If there is additional entertainment after the banquet, a special
table for the high-ranking offi  cers should be arranged so that 
they will be with the Grand Knight or faithful Navigator and
other dignitaries.
The master of ceremonies should be provided with a resume
of the State Deputy and other head table guests so that he
can make proper introductions. If glossy photographs are
required for publicity purposes, they should be requested
directly from the guest.
If some other high-ranking offi  cial, not a Knight of Columbus 
member or member of a diff erent council, is invited to attend 

a Council or Assembly function, the sponsoring organization
should extend the same courtesies as those suggested for use
with the State Deputy and high-ranking offi  cers of the Order.

passed away. I ask that you keep both of them as well as all
our deceased brother knights and their family members in
your thoughts and prayers.

Fraternally Yours,
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-249-2356
Immediate Past State Deputy..................................................Ed Griffi  n ...................................................... 803-325-1497
State Secretary ........................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-499-9395
State Treasurer ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Advocate ........................................................................Patrick A. Davis............................................ 843-830-5939
State Warden ...........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD......................................... 803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-648-9925
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Edward Kamenski......................................... 843-705-9922
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Christopher Hilditch ..................................... 803-436-2307
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................Thomas O’Donnell ....................................... 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161) ...........................................Sherrill E. (Ed) Wilcox ................................. 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Don Thurlow................................................. 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) .......................Peter D. La Pierre...................................... 803-237-8444
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) ................ Jim Alford..................................................... 864-595-8640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................James W. Daugomah..................................... 843-817-9655
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Claire (Buck) Buckley, Jr.............................. 803-389-9004
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................Ronald Gilbert .............................................. 509-290-2405
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Frank E. Love ............................................... 843-665-2265
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Michael P. Cousino....................................... 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ...........Vacant
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765).......................................... J. David Walters............................................ 803-372-8895
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Diector .........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Robert Rooney ....................................................... 516-456-5738
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, DD #2.................................. 803-316-6283
Youth Director...................................................................................Joseph Mule ........................................................... 843-224-1948
Community Director .........................................................................Sherrill “Ed” Wilcox.............................................. 803-278-4013
Family Director.................................................................................Scott Schweitzer .................................................... 864-905-0906
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Joe Balotti .............................................................. 843-679-0967
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith kingren ......................................................... 864-962-5295
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Jim Weiskircher...................................................... 864-706-0768
Life Director......................................................................................Chris Carter............................................................ 984-356-3716
Spiritual/Faith Director .....................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities. .........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Daniel Barton, SD........................................... 843-367-1871
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Paul Burchell.......................................................... 803-983-5004
Inter-Council Competition Chairman ...............................................Joe Balotti, FDD .................................................... 843-679-0967
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Enrique Bautista..................................................... 803-576-0224
Awards/Report Forms .............................................................Patrick Davis................................................... 843-830-5939
Information Technology Director .....................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10 .......................................... 803-389-9004
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor ..................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel...................................................... 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Richard Gabriel...................................................... 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Columbian Squires............................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Faith In Action Director ....................................................................Jim St. Clair ........................................................... 803-968-5884
Marian Hour Chairman/Silver Rose Chairman.................................Michael Mancari ................................................... 803-917-6444
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni, GA.................................................... 843-824-5632
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Bob Poyer .............................................................. 843-571-5941
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
State Directory Chairman .................................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10 .......................................... 803-389-9004
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm ............................................ 864-367-9254
Young Adult Outreach Chairman......................................................Michael Cousino .................................................... 846-607-1007
Helth Services Chairman ..................................................................Justin Davis............................................................ 843-412-1588
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
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